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THE EFFECTS OF VARIOUS PROBLEMS IN THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC

CONDITIONS OF MAT WORKERS OF PATTAMADAI
J. Arockia Subitha !
Dr. G. Hari Govinda Raj 2
Abstract

The popularity of the Pattamadai town is shrinking day by day and
so is the socio-economic status of the mat workers of this town. The major
reason for this is the introduction of modern technologies and other raw
materials in the mat industry. The demand for mats today is the highest, but
because of the traditional methods of mat making followed in Pattamadali, it
takes a long time for a mat to be made and it also increases the rate of the
mat. Because of this reason people are shifting to modern technologies and
materials like plastic and other synthetic materials. This has greatly affected
the lives of the mat workers of Pattamadai. The researcher has proposed to
take a sample size of 421 using Nonprobability sampling method. Various
analysis will be used in order to find out the proper reason for the socio-
economic backwardness of the mat workers of Pattamadai. By analysing the
reason, the present research has aimed to provide proper solution to
improve the mat industry along with the socio-economic status of the mat
workers of Pattamadai.

Keywords: Mat workers, problems, marketing.
Introduction:

Pattamadai village in Tirunelveli District of Tamil Nadu is famous for
its fine and super fine quality mats. Here the local reed (korai grass) is split
into nearly ten pieces and are woven on a loom with a cotton warp. The fine
and super fine quality mats are produced in Pattamadai village alone rather
than in the adjoining villages (Harikasevanallur and Veeravanallur).
Pattamadai handloom mat weavers got three national awards from the
President of India. Ibrahim beevi got National Award for Master Craftsman
in and Kalimamani award from state government of Tamil Nadu. The father
is proud that some honour has come to the family, which presented
superfine mats to Pandit Nehru in 1958, to Indira Gandhi and to Rajiv
Gandhi in 1991. Weaving has been a traditional occupation for more than 10
decades in Peer Mohammed's family.9G.Abdul Kader - the only 140-count
weaver today. His natural dyed mat entry earned him the National Master
Craftsman Award in 1996 and K. Rahamathulla, The President of India Shri.
Pranab Mukherjee gave Gura Ashan award in 2014.The mats are so fine that
they can be rolled and placed into a small box. The weaving also takes
enormous time and patience on the part of the handloom mat weaver. Both

1 Ph.D. Scholar, Reg. No. 18223271032002, Vivekananda College, affiliated to
Manonmaniam Sundaranar University, Abishekapatti. Tirunelveli- 627012, Tamil Nadu.

2 Associate Professor of Economics, TDMNS College, T.Kallikulam, affiliated to
Manonmaniam Sundaranar University, Abishekapatti. Tirunelveli- 627012, Tamil Nadu.
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Labbais and Rauthers weave mats though it is the fine mats, which the
Labbai predominantly weave, that have made Pattamadai famous fine and
super mats only in this village. Mats having between 100 and 140 warp
threads in every nine inches of their total width are only woven in
Pattamadai. They are locally known as super-fine mats, those with 50 warp
threads in every nine inches of total mat width are termed fine mats.

Objectives of the study:

1. To analyse the major problems of Mat workers

2. To find out how these problems affect the socio-economic conditions of
the mat workers

Statement of the Problem:

Cyperuspangorei also known as Korai Paai in Tamil is a popular kind
of mat that people use in Tamil Nadu. Until few years ago, people in Tamil
Nadu used the Pattamadai mat for marriage functions and a gift of
Pattamadai mat used to be a most valuable gift that one can give. But in the
recent times the popularity of these mats is decreasing day by day. There are
various reasons that are being speculated by many scholars. The present
research is going to focus on some of these problems and how these
problems are affecting the socio-economic status of the mat worker of
Pattamadai.

Some of the major problems that the mat workers of Pattamadai are
facing the lack of technical labour, inappropriate wages, lack of technological
advancements, financial constraints, marketing constraints, etc. Being one of
the traditional industries in Tamil Nadu, lack of modern advancements and
developments is one of the major problems faced by the mat workers. The
present research will try to analyse the impact of these problems among the
mat workers of Pattamadai and how these are affecting the socio-economic
conditions of the mat workers.

Scope of the study:

Analysing the problems faced by the mat workers of Pattamadai and
how it is affecting their socio-economic conditions is the focus of the present
research. When the major problems that is affecting them is identified, then
solutions to that problem can be arrived at Being one of the heritage
industries of Tamil Nadu which has a lot of cultural significance it is the duty
of the Tamil people to protect and develop such industries. It not only gives
sustenance to the underdeveloped people; it maintains the cultural heritage
of the people. Therefore, it is the focus of the present research to identify the
major problems affecting the mat workers and provide solutions to those
problems.

Methodology:
For this study survey method is adopted for collecting primary data.
A sample including one area such as Pattamadai. 450 questionnaires are
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distributed and received from different weavers in Pattamadai, 421
complete usable questionnaires were used for data analysis.

Data Analysis and Discussion

Table 1: Problems faced by Mat workers

Sl. No. Problems Mean value
1 Labour Related problem 3.73
2 Technology related problem 3.59
3 Financial constrains 3.86
1 Marketing related problems 4.11
Mediation analysis :
Social
Status

g .

Fig. 2. Standardized Regression Weights
One of the major problems that affect the mat workers are the

marketing and financing problems to upgrade the technology. Without the
help of modern technology, the mat workers need a lot of manpower to
carry out their work. The increased demand for manpower heavily weighs
on their economic needs and reduced the profit that they make. Therefore,
this affects the economic status of the mat workers and ultimately affecting
the social status of the mat workers.

Suggestions:

1.

Lack of finance is one of the major problems that is affecting the socio-
economic status of the mat workers. Therefore, the government can
provide financial aid in the form of subsidies, loans, tax reductions, etc.
The problem of lack of manpower can also be alleviated through the
financial aid of the government.

Lack of marketing techniques has an adverse effect on the mat workers.
Due to the lack of proper market for their mats, they are unable to find
enough buyers to buy their mats. If they are provided with proper
marketing techniques, then they can improve their sales and thereby
improving their socio-economic status.

Fixation of minimum wages can also help greatly in maintaining the
socio-economic status of the mat workers. Moreover, fixing the rate of
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the mat also can help in maintaining the prices of the mats and thus
indirectly improving the socio-economic status of the mat workers.

Conclusion:

There are a lot of traditional industries that are disappearing in the
recent years mainly due to the lack of modern technologies and lack of
finance. As mentioned earlier, heritage industries like mat industry in
Pattamadai not only upholds our cultural heritable, but also help many
underprivileged workers to run their life smoothly. Therefore, it is the need
of the hour to protect such industries and make them a viable career option
for the youngsters to choose. In order to do this, it is essential to find out the
major problems that is affecting the industries and the workers and do the
needful to alleviate those problems. Then only the socio-economic status of
the mat workers will improve, and more people will be willing to be a part of
this industry.

References:

1. Anjum, A, AA Mann and M.A. Anjum, Health Concerns among Workers in
Weaving Industry: A Case Study of Tehsil Faialabad, Pakistan, Journal of
Agricultural Social Science, Vol.5, 2009.

2. Kuldeep Singh and Monica Bansal, An Analytical Study of Handloom Industry in
India, Journal of Radix International Educational and Research Consortium,
Vol.1, Issue.12, (December 2012).

3. Muhammad Amjad Bashir, Muhammad Irfan and Muhammad Farhat Hayyat,
Role of Handlooms in the Socio-Economic Conditions of Handlooms Workers in
Cholistan, Applied Sciences and Business Economics, Vol.1, Issue.4, 2014.

4. Nambiar A.C.K, Handloom Industry in India, APH Publishing Corporation, New
Delhi, 1996.

5. Roselin Basumatary, (2013). Socio Economic Status of Women Weavers in
Informal Sector in Kokrajhar Town-A Study, Global Research Methodology
Journal, Vol-II, Issue 8.

6. Venkatesan, Soumhya. Women, Gender and Crafts: India. In Encyclopedia of
Women and Islamic Cultures, ed. Suad Joseph, 11-14. Leiden: Brill, 2007.

Sadakath - A Research Bulletin Vol. VI, Special Issue 2, March 2019






BN FRey .

e Esed by The o aEH= 1l I“‘Iﬂ\ﬁ
reciveL § :
G2 sor Eaport and impart of Cuair ll‘ﬁ'.l

v Bareath rab,
M- A hsTrEasas  : r 1,,_ "

= ' TESENE TR m
= = = ._.,._'_1.“-&1
3 M T ol L - T D e ‘A 1
e, - - .
. T3 i+ 4 M gy
= : g LW =T
EIAEST o - =

_\_\_\_\_'_'_‘—\—
<

; | Trenes Sl Uemging o
LS 3 ] z - s o ¥




/; . y N A
|1 J
N 4

. i’"\"“ e / J
\'-\ e o ® ":: '/

PG & RESEARCH
DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS
Erode Arts and Science College (Autonomous)
Erode - 638 009
Tamil Nadu, India

In Collaboration with
INDIAN ECONOMIC ASSOCIATION (IEA)

IMPACT: INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH IN
HUMANITIES, ARTS AND LITERATURE
[IMPACT: IJRHAL)



IMPA(IZI;!“: INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARC
HUMANITIES, ARTS AND LITERATURE
[IMPACT: IJRHAL]

ISSN (P): 2347- 4564; ISSN (O): 2321-8878

Impact Factor: 3.7985; ICV Factor: 42.56; NAAS |
UGC Approved Journal - 40893

Volume-07 Special Issue-3 February-201%
i

\
) §
indian Council of
Social Science Research

ICSSR Sponsored
Two Days International Conference
On
TRANSFORMATION OF INDIA
INTO HIGH GROWTH ECONOMY:
NEEDS POLICIES
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

9t & 10" February 2019
Organized by

PG & RESEARCH
DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS
Erode Arts and Science College (Autonomous,
Erode - 638 009
Tamil Nadu, India

' ‘ INTERNATIONAL Editor(s)
STANDARD i
ey Dr. Mani
Dr. R. Mayakkannan

NUMBER



